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July has been a busy month for field trips, with 2 already completed and a final 
one taking place on 31st . The first was to the Huntley Quarry area quite near to 
May Hill, which is well known for being the location where 2 major faults merge, 
one of which is an extension of the East Malvern Fault – see write up for further 
details.  
 
The second was to the Woolhope Dome and the final 
one is to the Gullet Quarry area. As ever a big thank 
you to Peter Bridges for his arrangements and also to  
our own Moira Jenkins for leading the trip to the  
Gullet Quarry area. 
 
 
 
This month a small group of members were involved in a job to clear and re-expose a local site which was 
due to be visited by a group taking part in an International geological meeting. The site was an SSSI near the 
village of Eckington. The site was visited and reported on in May 1984 when it was established as being 
Terrace No 3 of the Avon deposited during the most recent (Ipswichean) inter-glacial between 130,000 and 
115,000 years ago when the climate was generally a little warmer than today. The exposure consisted of 
Quaternary deposits of gravel and sand sitting on a bedrock of Lower Liassic calcareous mudstones. The 
original aim of the study was to carry out a review of the fauna at the site which turned out to be the 
richest in the whole Avon valley. Whilst the fauna was primarily mollusca, evidence had also been found of 
the presence of Hippopotamus and it was this that established the age of the deposits. If you interested in 
reading the original paper – click here. 
 
The work consisted first of hacking back a huge mass of brambles before a face 
about 2m wide and 2m deep, could be excavated. Once through the topsoil, 
there were layers of sand & gravel of varying consistency. One of the layers 
included a huge number of fossils. These were generally very small and broken 
although there were also many well preserved ‘devil’s toenails’ found which 
were probably of Jurassic age and were transported there from elsewhere by 
the river. The most exciting find was something that the resident expert of the 
day thinks is part of a hippopotamus tusk (see photo)!  Once completed, the 
excavation was covered with a plastic sheet to await the visit which was due 
about 2 weeks later. Since the visit, the site has been covered with sheeting and 
backfilled with spoil to protect it for the future.  
 
 
 
Regrettably, the proposed trip to Cyprus has been cancelled due to insufficient numbers. Peter is now 
looking at an alternative option. 
 
 What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• New write ups; Fuerteventura Day 3 and Huntley Quarry trip 

• Updated calendar 
 
Calendar 

August 14 Field Trip; Martley area 

September 4 Field Trip; Mathon & Cockshot Hill 

22-27 Field Trip; Isle of Arran 

 

Lunch on the Woolhope Dome! 

 

 

 
Huntley Quarry 

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/data-files/Keen%20&%20Bridgland%201986.pdf
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/fuerteventura-trip/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/field%20trips-2019/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/


October 9 Lecture Series No 1                                   (Click here for details of the lectures) 

21 Lecture Series No 2 (Note: this is a Monday) 

23 Field Trip; details to follow 

November 13 Lecture Series No 3 

25 Lecture Series No 4 (Note: this is a Monday) 

December 11 Lecture Series No 5 

January 8 Lecture Series No 6 

22 Lecture Series No7 

 
Outdoor Programme Details (Contact Peter Bridges for further details; Tel: 01684 540791) 
 
Field Trip to the Martley Area – 14th August (Led by John Nicklin) 
We will be welcomed at Martley Village Hall for pop up display, a brief talk, cuppa, then off, possibly by car 
to save time though not far to see Martley Rock, Penny Hill and The Nubbins. Weather permitting lunch will 
be in a quarry garden. 
 
Field Trip to Mathon & Cockshot Hill – 4th September (Led by Dick Harris) 
A circular walk of about 2 ½ miles, starting from Mathon Church, to explore the varying underlying rock 
types, evidence of ancient fault lines, evidence for the pre-ice age ‘Mathon River’ the fossiliferous quarry at 
Cockshot Hill and finally the eclectic building stone mix of Mathon Church. 
 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbrdgs@gmail.com 

Geoffrey Carver 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Hilary Edgeley 01386 462725 hilary.edgeley@btopenworld.com  

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Newsletter Editor 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 raittgeorgina@gmail.com 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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